




Most people associate the city of Oporto in Portugal 
with its fortified wine called port, but Oporto is also the 
capital of fine jewellery manufacturing for the coun-
try’s traditional lacy, intricate gold jewellery known as 
filigree. In the last few years, as Portugal has become 
a bucket list destination, creativity has blossomed in 
all sectors of the arts, especially fine jewellery, but 
not without a strong reverence to the country’s his-
tory of artisan craftsmanship.

This Butterfly ring is shaped to 
gracefully embrace the finger 
and is made with yellow gold, 

blue, green and white (F-VVS) 
diamonds and sapphires.





This is the case of one of the country’s pre-
eminent couture jewellers, Rosior, which 
was founded in 1978 by the grandson of 
the goldsmith patrimony, Rosas. Under 
the younger Rosas, the mission is still 
to utilize and preserve old-world jewel-
lery-making skills and techniques, and to 
combine them with forward-thinking de-
sign innovations rendered in 18kt gold or 
platinum.  Traditionally, Portuguese fine 
jewellery is made using an 800 percent 
gold alloy that equals 19kt yellow gold. 

The Cubism bracelet is an 
interpretation of eight different 

Cubism paintings and is 
made with yellow gold, white 

(F-VVS), blue, green and yellow 
diamonds; emeralds, sapphires, 

rubies and tsavorites.





The Four Seasons Ritz Hotel in Lisbon is 
where the flagship boutique is located, in a ti-
ny shop as exquisite as the precious jewellery 
on display.  There is a second shop in Oporto, 
where all the jewellery is manufactured.  





Articulated flowers, intensely gemmed 
butterflies, adorable miniature ani-
mals, and quirky creations like dice are 
among the specialties of the house, 
as well the extraordinary be-jewelled 
‘Gem Dreams’ evening clutch that Mr. 
Rosas dreamed up and created in 2009. 
An elaborate tribute to colour, crafts-
manship and jewellery, the evening 
clutch was designed to raise aware-
ness among the Portuguese who are 
not used to such extravagant designs, 
especially considering the tough eco-
nomic climate endured by present-day 
Portugal.

These pear cut sapphire drop 
earrings can also be worn short 
(with the first four gems) and are 
made with white gold, Ceylon 
blue sapphires and diamonds.





The evening clutch is indeed a work of art.  Made of 105.80g 
of 19.20kt gold and 641.90g of sterling silver, it is covered with 
4,732 gems, which came from Rosior’s inventory. The rain-
bow of colour includes 1,839 blue sapphires, 962 fancy-co-
loured sapphires, 380 rubies, 312 emeralds, 239 amethysts, 
206 coated topazes, 186 citrines, 93 blue topazes, 88 smoky 
quartz, 25 aquamarines, and 402 diamonds. The total gem-
stone weight is more than 423 carats, and the setting of these 
thousands of faceted stones took about 900 hours, out of a 
total of nearly 1,200 hours of hand-crafted work. 

This playful Cubes bracelet is made 
with yellow gold, diamonds, emeralds, 

rubies and sapphires.





They say the color green brings luck 
wear this emerald bracelet and see what 
happens.  It’s made of white gold, pear 
cut Zambian emeralds and diamonds 
(GIA certified D-E-F).





Rosior’s clientele are collectors and connoisseurs of precious jewellery and 
live all over the world.  The brand has won enough design awards in Europe 
to give it valuable recognition in the industry for its creative approach. Each 
piece of Rosior jewellery is made using labour-intensive techniques, such as 
the illusion setting of coloured sapphires to achieve an ombré pattern on a 
ring or bracelet. We discussed how long each piece of hand-crafted jewel-
lery takes to make. Rosior does not skimp on man hours or cut corners us-
ing lower quality gemstones for the manufacture of each piece because, ac-
cording to Mr. Rosas, sacrificing the familly’s jewellery reputation would be 
dishonourable.  Rosior, like many of his fellow artisans in Portugal, are proud 
to say their products are “100% Made in Portugal”. 

This embellished turtle ring will get you noticed and 
is made with yellow gold, Cornelian agate, diamonds, 
sapphires and emeralds.





Although Rosior doesn’t exclude using technolo-
gy for making and crafting its jewellery, the jew-
eller has definitely succeeded in introducing a 
modern look to traditional Portuguese jewellery, 
which making its jewellery pieces relevant for to-
day’s consumer. Even the Portuguese are taking 
notice.

“Gems Dream” (also appears on 
opening page of article) clutch/

evening bag is a one-of-a-kind 
masterpiece made of yellow gold with 
4,732 color gems including diamonds, 

sapphires, emeralds, rubies.


